






























































































































































racks, and the maintenance men made racks for
newspapers.

In her October 4, 1973, report to the Life
and Activities Committee, Martha Moseman
wrote:

Leroy and Mildred Mofin have finished cata-
loguing the books and are doing excellent work
in the library. They are helpful to residents
and are respected by them. Residents listen
especially well to Mr. Mohin, who has a kind
and commanding way about him. Every morn-
ing Mrs. Mofin opens a large print devotional
book to the daily reading, and places with it a
Bible opened at the appropriate Scripture read-
ing. This remains on the library table through-
out the day.

Mildred Mohn, 1988.

Dedicated Librarians

hen Martha's health made her unable to

continue as librarian, the Mohns were asked
to take her place. In carefully written reports to
the Life and Activities Committee, they described
the operation of the library. Not only did they
regularly report the number of books in each
classification, but they also calculated the per-
centage of readers in each classification. For
donations, they contacted women whose names
were suggested by Catharine Leatherman, with
“encouraging results both in the form of money
and books.” The Ladies’ Auxiliary and Sunday
school classes from various congregations also
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gave gifts to the library, among them subscrip-
tions to magazines and newspapers as varied as
the Budget and the National Geographic, the Gospel
Herald and Eternity. In addition, many residents
placed their own periodicals in the library.
Encyclopedias and other reference books were
added to the collection. A large wall map on the
south wall and beneath it a bookcase on which
stood a world globe contributed to the scholarly
atmosphere.

Reading Encouraged

Maintaining a quiet atmosphere for reading
and study was a priority for the Mohns.
“Reading in the library is always encouraged,”
they wrote, “and gradually we see more readers
and less distractive conversation.” The librarians
also had to help some residents understand the
importance of checking out books before remov-
ing them from the library. Forgetful persons
sometimes carried newspapers to their rooms,
depriving other readers. The choice of books
expanded in 1975, when the Lancaster County
Library Extension Service began to lend an aver-
age of fifty volumes a month, including large-
print books.

Growth And Change

hen Unit F opened in 1980, a corner of the

Multi-purpose Room became the library for
residents in the West, with Anna Eby as librarian.
Duplicate books from the East library were sent
to the West, and many new residents contributed
books from their own shelves.

After the death of Leroy, Mrs. Mohn con-
tinued her service to the East library for twelve
more years. She retired on January 1, 1989, and
Margaret Brenneman assumed the position. The
Bookmobile from the Lancaster County Library
began making visits in April of that year, giving
residents opportunity to choose their own books
from the traveling library. Recently the Landis
Homes libraries have provided a collection of
audio cassette tapes which may be checked out.
Titles are as varied as "Bach at the Organ,” “Bird
Songs,” or “T.S. Eliot’s Poetry.”

In 1993 Margaret resigned. Erma Landis,
who accepted the position in 1994, is a familiar
face at Landis Homes, having served for many
years as volunteer coordinator.



Landis Homes News

Landis became the editor, the first of a succes-
. . . sion of office staff members who served. With
e Landis I;lon:es Neu;s which l:l)egaflhwith tc?e typical Mennonite modesty, the editor’'s name did
PULpieits ‘OF BUJUAiALE PR s W nGia not appear on the publication until the April 13,
Homes, soon became an important outlet for res- :
. 3 . . L 1990, issue.
idents’ creativity. The idea of printing a news

sheet was born when members of the Life and

An Interesting Variety
Activities Committee were considering various

means of publicity. The first issue was released emphasis on reports of visits and visitors.
at the second Open House on May 3 and 4, 1968,

when “an atmosphere of festival prevailed in a
spotless and shining Landis Homes.” It was a sin-

hrough the years there has been a decreasing

“1
Remember” articles and resident profiles continue

to be popular. At times there have been riddles,
gle 8%" x 11" sheet printed on both sides. The

eight headings suggest the contents:

puzzles and quizzes. A sample question in a

‘0 “Who's Who at Landis Homes?” quiz was: “Who
PEN  equalled George Washington's skill when he suc-
House,” “Did You Know?" “The Staff,” “Who Lives G 8 S

Here?" “Landis Homes Is Expanding Again,”

“Threefold Therapy,”
“Acknowledgements.”

News Editors

Ithough no editor’s name appears
on any of the early editions, min-
utes of the Life and Activities
Committee show that Martha
Moseman was responsible for its pro-
duction. In the first year it grew to be
three pages folded and stapled to form
a six-page booklet. Twice a month resi-
dents eagerly awaited each copy of the
little paper which reported who went
where and who visited whom. News
reporters were appointed to gather these
items. Residents often sent in quotations
or poems and articles borrowed from
other sources.

Martha encouraged original arti-
cles, suggesting that people should write
about childhood memories or recent expe-
riences. She invited board members and
staff to contribute. Among the most popu-
lar features were the mini-biographies of
residents. In the early years Raymond

Charles, ]. Paul Sauder and Mildred Mohn
were active in interviewing people and writ-
ing these interesting descriptions. Staff
member Catharine Leatherman took many
pictures for the News. An early artist was

Allen Guntz, who contributed attractive pen-
and-ink sketches.

In 1974, when Martha Moseman asked to
be relieved of editorial responsibility, Josephine

“Staff Needs,”

cessfully threw a stone from the bottom and hit
! the roof of Natural Bridge in Virginia?
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Sometimes staff members contributed articles
describing their work, administrators described
expansion or announced changes and board
members recalled history. A series by resident vol-
unteers featured such articles as “A Paring Knife in
My Hand,” “A Needle in My Hand,” or “Time in My
Hand.” Staff changes, resident admissions or
deaths, birthdays, anniversaries —
all of these appear.

Change Of Format
hat began as a simple list of ] iH!lﬁandls
a X » g omes
Coming Events,” which cov-

Retirement Community
ered less than a page in the 1960s,
twenty-five years later had become
a six-page “Activities Schedule.”
Beginning in September 1993, the
Landis Homes News became a month-
ly, rather than a semimonthly, publi-
cation. Separate activities calen-
dars, one for East and one for West,
were printed and circulated each
month. Also in the fall of 1993 a quar-
terly newsletter, Landis Homes Horizons, 7
began publication as a way to com- i wi
municate with the larger community, iy o 3 o bt
including persons on the waiting list,
families of residents and contributors.

at

Creative Expressions For

¢ mih turding o
Jow Fartn 3

Everyone
N o matter what talents or interests a 1 : o 3
resident may have—crafts, games, s nformation. and of - i TN B Rt o 3o
. fee L rected 10 s ﬂ;ﬂl,l:{mbu ol a century 1::\(;0 ' ongenecker
travel, nature study, reading, or writing— : ' e ent to Landis o o

Landis Homes offers a creative outlet.
Residents and staff unite to "affirm the
importance of retirement years as a vital
stage of life during which creative expres-

sions are encouraged, recognized and valued.”

Horizons, first issue, Fall 1993.
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Lleeeting Physical Needs

Chapter 1

The First Kitchen

he kitchen is essential to the happi-
ness of every home. Landis Homes is
no exception. Thirty years ago the
kitchen occupied the area which is now
the pantry in Unit A. The dining room was
a part of the present lounge. Such small

facilities were adequate for a small staff
and few residents. In fact, when George
and Grace Leaman went with Frank and
Betty Enck to Watt and Shand’s depart-

ment store to buy kitchen and dining
room utensils, Grace told a clerk, “No large
kettles — we would never use them.”
Grace cooked until Helen Bucher came.

The First Cook

ne Sunday morning in the vestibule of Lititz

Mennonite Church, Lydia Wenger, the wife of
Advisory Board Member Lester, approached
Helen Bucher. “Will you come to Landis Homes
to be the cook?” she asked. Institutional cook-
ing? The young girl had never done it, although
she liked to cook. Helen refused. However, Lydia
assured her there would be only a few people to
cook for, “Give it a try,” she urged. Helen tried it
and liked it so well that she stayed for more than
five years, leaving in the fall of 1969 to become
the cook at the Teen Challenge Center in
Philadelphia.

Residents Help And React

he early kitchen had all the informality of a
farm kitchen. When nurses or housekeeping
staff had nothing to do, they dropped in to help
Helen. Residents came in often to shell peas,
floss corn, or peel peaches, especially when farm-
ers donated fruit or vegetables. Such gifts were
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Helen Bucher (Heurich) in the original kitchen, 1964.

always welcome, but occasionally a surplus of
something like squash kept the cook looking for
new recipes.

One afternoon each week Grace Leaman
and Helen would sit together to plan menus for
the following week. As a rule, residents were
happy with the meals. “The food is too good,”
was one comment to Raymond Charles when he
was visiting. In the early days, however, there was
one person who complained about nearly every
meal. Afraid that her work was not satisfactory,
Helen asked others and found them appreciative.
After Helen left, she was told that the dissatisfied
resident’s new complaint was, “If only Helen
would come back! She used to cook such good
meals.”

Ready For Anything

elen’s abundant energy was not confined to
the kitchen. She was the one who helped
George Leaman remove the wet carpet from a
resident’s flooded room. When George's smooth-
soled shoes slipped on the wet floor, Helen
caught him before he fell. One day a confused



resident stood along Oregon Road waiting for a
bus, and nobody could convince her that no
buses would ever come. Helen got out her car,
drove down to the road, stopped and said, “I'll
take you where you're going.” The woman thank-
fully accepted the ride. Helen recalls,
“We drove around the country for a little
while, and when we got back to Landis
Homes she went to her room without any
trouble.”

After the staff house was built,
Helen moved in and soon became “Mom”
to the younger women. One evening they
called her to deal with a snake that had
found its way into the house and crawled
behind the wall heater in an empty room.
With a yardstick in one hand, a hammer
in the other, and high-topped boots on
her feet, Helen prepared to deal with the
invader. But the snake poked his head
out a few times and then disappeared.
The girls never saw him again.

Kitchen B

hen Unit B was built, Helen met with

George and Grace Leaman and Clyde Horst
to plan the layout for the new kitchen. The
Leamans supported her request for a walk-in
refrigerator and a walk-in freezer in the basement
under the kitchen. The old kitchen became a
pantry and the old dining room became the cen-
tral lounge in Unit A. General workers continued
to help in the kitchen and dining room as the
number of residents grew.

Today Kitchen B, with a staff of seven full-
time and seven part-time workers, prepares all
the food served in Landis Homes East. Food
from Kitchen B is taken to the diet Kitchen in Unit
D, which serves the dining rooms in C and D and
prepares the trays sent to residents’ rooms. The
supervisor of Kitchen B is Elta Ebersole, who
joined the staff in 1972 after ten years' experience
as cook at the Mennonite Children's Home. Her
assistant is her cousin, Lois Sauder, who came in
1972 after seven years at the Children’'s Home.
One of their most faithful helpers is Helen
Esbenshade, who is in her twenty-fourth year of
service.
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Excitement In Kitchen B

One afternoon in 1985 Kitchen B staff heard a
crash of glass. Helen Esbenshade went to
see what had happened. A deer was running

Elta Ebersole and Lois Sauder, 1973.

around the kitchen splattering blood all over the
place. It had leaped over a large dumpster and
jumped through the kitchen window. Helen
opened the door, but the deer would not go out.
Instead it ran around the kitchen, getting its legs
tangled in chairs, and finally fell down the stairs
to the basement. There a game warden rescued
it. Unable to tranquilize the desperate animal, he
tied its legs together, transported it to the state
game lands above Manheim and released it.
“From the way it took off, there is a hundred per-
cent chance it will survive,” was his comment.
Meanwhile, kitchen staff went on with their work
and served Saturday night supper (fortunately, an
oven-baked meal) on schedule.

The Diet Kitchen

mma Martin, a diet cook at the Ephrata

Community Hospital, joined the Landis
Homes staff in January, 1969. After Unit D
opened in March, she was responsible for the diet
kitchen. Her experience had prepared her well
for following exact instructions for the diets of
diabetic residents. Even so, she was alarmed one
evening when a nurse rushed into the kitchen
wheeling a diabetic who was having an attack



and needed food immediately. “I thought she
was dying,” recalls Emma. “I was sure | must
have made a mistake in her diet. After the nurse
fed her, she seemed to be recovering. Then the
nurse got called away. | saw the patient start to
pass out again, so I fed her and she got better. 1
went home that night and said, I can't work at
Landis Homes. I'm not fit to do diets.”

The diabetic resident survived for four
more years, and Emma survived for more than
twenty-four, until she retired in 1993. In her last
year of work she had the satisfaction of seeing
the Unit D kitchen enlarged and renovated and of
helping to organize a new tray line service.
Barbara Martin and Edith Horst took over
Emma'’s duties, supervising a staff of twenty-one,
nearly half of them full-time. Besides serving the
C and D dining rooms, they fill some 130 break-
fast trays and about half as many for other meals.

The West Kitchen

hen Units F, G and H opened in 1980,
Martha Zimmerman moved from Kitchen B

ber of residents eating in the F dining room dou-
bled. The spacious area was large enough to
accommodate the new guests, but the dining
tables had not arrived. Picnic tables from the
pavilion made a satisfactory substitute. The staff
also had to scurry to find enough chairs and sil-
verware for the increased population. At the last
hour they discovered a shortage of teaspoons.
Ed Longenecker came to the rescue, borrowing
spoons from the kitchen in his church.

Currently, facilities are being enlarged in
anticipation of the completion of Harvest View,
when many new diners will join the group. A new
feature will be an informal dining room.

Through the years a number of residents
have worked part-time in all of the kitchens and
dining rooms. Their dedication to their responsi-
bilities is illustrated by a story from the winter of
1978. Early one morning Irene Witmer, a cottage
resident, found herself unable to open her door
because of a large snowdrift. She crawled out
her window in order to report for breakfast duties
in the B dining room.

Food Service Director

Lilepup

Mary Eby, 1968.

to supervise the new kitchen in Unit F. Some of
the equipment was not delivered on time. "It's
hard to make pancakes without a pancake turn-
er,” observed Martha.

After Building | was completed, the num-
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n 1986 the position of Food Service
Director was created. Since 1988 Cindy
Hess has coordinated the total Food
Service Program, working with kitchen
supervisors, planning menus and special
diets, ordering food and supplies, attend-
ing care plan meetings and working with
nursing and other departments as needed.
Because of the increasing numbers of
residents in nursing care, the Food Service
Director’s responsibilities have grown dra-
matically. That situation, combined with
the need to expand dining room facilities
in West, made additional management
staff necessary. Finding a qualified person
with experience in food service in retire-
ment homes proved difficult. As a result,
the management staff recommended pur-
chasing food service management from
Culinary Service, a company which had
already given good help in designing the
physical layout of the expanded kitchen and
enlarged dining room in Building F. Early in 1994
the Landis Homes Board approved this recom-
mendation. In July 1994, Maria Burdette arrived
to coordinate the food service program.




Food For All Tastes

Finding a balance between healthful meals and
residents’ likes and dislikes has never been
easy. In the past the cooks sometimes prepared
foods which might not have met a dietitian’s
approval. A news item in Landis Hones News in
1970 read, “The kitchen girls deserve a special
word of appreciation for the old-time specials
they prepared recently, including schnitz and
knepp, fried mush and puddings and apple
dumplings.” Several years later the News report-
ed that the cooks had a party making fasnachts
and the residents had a party eating them.

One resident, Mary Bare, nearing her hun-
dredth birthday, told her visiting pastor, “I like
everything about Landis Homes but one thing.
They don’t give us mush and puddin’s often
enough.”

Mary Bare, 1965.

“Perhaps they feel that wouldn't be too
good for you,” suggested the pastor.

“I've been eating mush and puddin’s all
my life,” retorted the alert old lady, “and it never
hurt me!”

Housekeeping In The Sixties

cheerful housekeeping staff contributes to
the home-like atmosphere of Landis Homes.
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The first two general workers, in addition to
cleaning and laundry, gave all-around assistance
to the Leamans and cook Helen Bucher. One of
these, Emily Keens, came only three days a week.
Working full-time was eighteen-year-old Anna
Mary Charles.

The first year brought tragedy to the
housekeeping staff. One hot July afternoon in
1964, Anna Mary and nurse Anna Mae Graybill
got an urge to wade in the farm pond. When
Anna Mary went home to get permission, her
mother said, “Yes, but be careful.”

The two stepped into the pond and cau-
tiously moved toward the center. Suddenly, when
the water was waist-high, they stepped into a hole
and sank. Anna Mae was able to get to shore,
where she called for help. Several of the Glick
boys at the farm came running to the rescue. But
it was too late. Melvin Glick found Anna Mary's
body and brought it to shore. Residents and staff
alike mourned the death of the helpful teenager.

Doing The Extras

In August Eva Martin came to take Anna Mary's
place. Five years later Eva described her work:

In addition to the routine cleaning, there are
always the unexpected jobs. Sometimes it will
be a nurse asking that a certain room be
cleaned. When everything seems to be going
fine, one of the girls comes with a problem, or
maybe a resident says she lost something or
didn't get all her laundry back. 1 always like
to help them whenever 1 can, as 1 think this is
our duty as a staff.

If the laundry woman calls and says she can't
come in, we try to work together so that the
laundry will be completed as before. Then
there are floors to be scrubbed and waxed, win-
dows to be cleaned, linen closets to be kept in
order and stocked so things are at hand when
we need them. The work here is interesting
and [ enjoy it very much.

Eva neglected to mention all the extras
she did for residents. One woman kept com-
plaining about the cold air she was convinced
came from the ceiling outlet of the air-condition-
er even when the vent was closed. Eva found a
piece of fabric that matched the painted ceiling
exactly, brought in a step ladder, taped the cloth
neatly over the outlet, and said, “Now you won't



feel any drafts.” The happy resi-
dent pointed it out to visitors
proudly, “Look what Eva did for
me!”

She was not the only one
made happy by Eva’'s work. The
September 9, 1966, Minutes of the
Advisory Committee contain an
expression of appreciation for the
evidence of clean housekeeping.
Later housekeeping supervisors,
Sarah Zook and Shirley Smith con-
tinued to keep up the high stan-
dards.

Keeping Things Spick
And Span

oday a staff of fifteen works
hard to keep East and West
buildings clean. Their supervisor
is rarely sitting at her desk in the

is evident in immaculate build-
ings. One year an observant res-
ident commented after the visit
of a state inspection team: “They
opened doors and looked into
| every corner, but they couldn't
find any dirt anywhere!”

Laundry Services
Yesterday And Today

anny Glick, who began work in

the housekeeping department
in 1965, became the first laundry
supervisor. In an article written
in 1981 she described her sched-
ule for laundering personal cloth-
ing for residents, as well as bed
linens, towels, dishcloths, tea
towels, cleaning cloths and mop-
heads. “Every day,” she wrote,
“there is a lot of hand ironing,

Housekeeping Office. More often
she is slinging a mop or polishing
windows. Her subordinates know
she is not afraid of the hard jobs.
Residents’ rooms are cleaned
every week and those in the nurs-
ing units more frequently. Some
need daily mopping. Also sched-
uled for weekly cleaning are all
offices, lounges, dining rooms,
activities and crafts rooms, the
library and the janitors’ room.
The chapels are cleaned every two
weeks; bathrooms twice a week.
One staff person is always on duty
for emergency cleaning on
Saturday and Sunday.

Floors are waxed once or
twice a year with frequent buffing
between times to keep them shin-

mangle ironing and folding
galore.” She expressed apprecia-
tion for the volunteer menders
who came from various congrega-
tions each month to mend cloth-
| ing for residents or to sew on
name tags for new residents
unable to do it themselves.
Among the residents who helped
to mend and fold was Irene
Shenk, who is still an active vol-
unteer in the laundry and kitchen.

The final step in laundry
work is returning clothing to resi-
dents’ rooms and re-stocking all
the linen closets. Perhaps laun-
dry workers do not fully realize
the results of their careful perfor-
mance of duty. An older woman
visiting a friend who had recently

ing. Window washing begins as
soon as weather permits in the
spring, and the staff tries to clean
all windows at least twice a year. Thorough
housecleaning occurs ance or twice a year, with
the help of volunteers from the churches. Then
there are the extras: the guest houses, the out-
door pavilion, and cottages or rooms to be
cleaned after residents move.

The dedication of the housekeeping staff

Fanny Glick, 1978
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moved to Landis Homes hap-
pened to pass the open door of a
linen closet. When she saw the
neat stacks of spotless linens, she thought, “If
that's the way they do things here, this is where
I'm going to retire.” Immediately she got an
application form and in due time became a cre-
ative resident of Landis Homes East.

Today four full-time and six parttime
workers supervised by Ella Burkholder provide



laundry service for about 250 residents in addi-
tion to washing kitchen linens, pool mats, linens
for the guest houses, and cleaning cloths and
mops. In an average week they do seven thou-
sand pounds of laundry. About a dozen volun-
teers come in on a regular schedule to help with
mending. Ella's happy smile reflects honest
enjoyment in her work as she says, “It's a satis-
faction to see cartloads of clean clothing and
stacks of clean linens go back to the resi-

Landis Homes campus is graced with a variety of
plantings: spruce, hemlock, maple, crabapple,
dogwood, holly, mountain ash, viburnum,
firethorn and honeysuckle. For future landscap-
ing, seedlings from the Lancaster County
Conservation Extension Office were planted on
the edges of the property: black walnut, white
pine, red oak, tulip poplar, white dogwood and
pecan.

dents.”

Maintaining Building And
Grounds

Benches, fountains, a swing, swans and
peacocks, paths for walking or bik-
ing—all contribute to an inviting environ-
ment. Concern for a beautiful landscape
was a priority for Henry Shenk, Mission
Board member who served on the Landis
Homes Advisory Committee. He became
maintenance man in 1969, when the first
employee in maintenance left after a year.
Henry attended to leaks and lawns, paint-
ing and plumbing, burning trash and shov-
eling snow. George Leaman praised his
work: “We appreciate his visibility.
Repairing things, maintenance, landscap-
ing—you name it—Henry's there, and effi-
ciently.”

A resident added, “If something
with movable parts malfunctions or quits, see
Henry. He'll either fix it or take it away to be
fixed, or try to teach you to get along cheerfully
without it. This is an art, too.”

Concern For The Landscape

esides repairing anything that wouldn’t work
Band keeping the grounds neat, Henry planted
trees, vines and shrubs. His wife Margaret volun-
teered many hours assisting in planting and car-
ing for rose bushes and flower beds. Each year
when Lancaster Mennonite High School held a
benefit auction, Henry and Margaret would go
early to check out the donated trees and shrubs
to be sold. They would find front seats and bid
freely. When the pile of purchases got so high
that Henry could no longer see the auctioneer, he
would carry them away while Margaret took over
the bidding until he returned. As a result, the
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Henry and Margaret Shenk, 1970’s

Work For Everyone

hen there was too much maintenance work

for one man, Henry welcomed a part-time
helper, resident Clarence Nissley. His expertise
in electrical work made him a valuable addition
to the staff. Clarence's testimony was, “I am glad
I can work, specifically to help make this place
nice. I enjoy fixing things, make them serve some
time longer, and so serve people.” Through the
1980s and 1990s, Mervin Landis and Melvin
Weaver gave efficient leadership to the mainte-
nance department.

Volunteer workers, many from youth
groups or Sunday school classes of area church-
es, also spent many hours trimming, pulling
weeds and planting flowers. Residents and staff
members took the initiative in planting and main-
taining many of the flower beds around the build-



drain is clogged or a squirrel climbs a utility pole
and trips the transformer, a cheerful man soon
appears to take care of the problem. Depending
on the season, residents see maintenance men
mowing and trimming, spraying and fertilizing, or
plowing and shoveling snow. Sometimes they are
called to remove wasp or yellow jacket nests.
Less obvious are routine tasks like testing fire
alarm systems, clearing air-conditioning filters,
replacing light bulbs, oiling motors or squeaky
doors. Each year there is need for outdoor paint-
ing, and often roofs need repairs. When resi-
dents move, maintenance men check any need
for repairs or replacement of equipment in
rooms, apartments or cottages.

Since May 1993, security maintenance
men are on duty from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. The nurs-
es, especially, appreciate the additional night-
time staff. Residents can relax, knowing that
someone is keeping a watchful eye on buildings
and grounds.

Maintenance, housekeeping, laundry and
kitchen staff give their best efforts to “provide a
home-like environment where individuals may
experience freedom, security and joy.”

ings. After the Auxiliary was orga-
nized, members came each spring
to plant flowers, many of which
were donated by local greenhous-
es. Families or friends of residents
often donated trees. The gazebo,
with fountain and surrounding rock
garden, in the courtyard between
Units D and E was a gift from the
family of Martha (Mrs. Clayton)
Yake.

Cheerful Service Day
or Night

oday seven full-time and three
Tpart-time workers, under the
direction of the Maintenance
supervisor, Chris Kennel, keep after
routine maintenance. Whether a

Gazebo given by family of Martha Yake, 1980’s.
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Chapter 3

LN ew Directions

A Dream Realized

i hat do I want, sitting here in a

field between Neffsville and
Lititz?" demanded a resident who had dif-
ficulty adjusting to life at Landis Homes.
That was in 1965. Her eyes would open
wide if she could see that “field” today.

What will people see here in the
year 2024 A.D.? More buildings and more
residents, certainly. Is there also hope for
an enlarged vision?

Everything that has happened here
resulted from the visions of dreamers thir-
ty years ago—dreamers who believed
enough to introduce a new concept in
retirement living, dreamers who had the wisdom
and energy to make their dreams come true.

Dreaming Today

oday’s dreamers are suggesting that it may be

time to explore further the ways in which
Landis Homes might serve retirees. Recently a
few of those dreams have been verbalized:

We must examine our faithfulness to the
vision of our founders: to provide a community
for retired missionaries. Many church workers
have worked for little or no pay. We should
help them find quality retirement after a life-
time of sacrificial service.

We ought to work harder to make our facil-
ities available to low-income retirees.

Should we bring everyone to this location?
Should we discover ways to provide services to
aging people who want to stay in their
own homes?

Instead of building more and more big
buildings, we might supervise retirement living
in group homes scattered throughout the area.
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Adult Day Care, 1989.

Assisted living centers may be the next direc-
tion to expand.

Couldn’t we have health services located on
our grounds—a medical center, dentists’ offices,
laboratories, a drug store—instead of driving
residents to off-campus offices?

Adult Day Care

ne of these dreams is already coming true:
to provide services to aging people who
remain in their own homes. The year 1989
marked the beginning of an Adult Day Care
Program. This center provides meaningful activi-
ties for older persons who need a place to stay
while caregivers are working or taking a break.
By July the facilities had passed state inspection,
Evanna Hess had been employed as director, and
temporary furniture was in place since the
ordered furniture had not yet arrived.
Because the program is a joint venture
with the Lancaster County Office of the Aging,
County Commissioner James Huber and Pat



Mann executive director of the Lancaster County
Office of Aging were present for the ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony. The Center opened on August 1,
with three clients participating the first week.
Enrollment increased gradually, until today there
are thirty-eight enrolled, not all of whom come
every day. The program is licensed for a maxi-
mum capacity of twenty-four per day.

Support from the Lancaster County
Office of the Aging provides subsidies for eligible
participants. Even so, additional funds are need-
ed. The staff has raised money by sale of a cook-
book with recipes gathered from residents, staff
and friends of Landis Homes as well as from fam-
ily, staff and friends of Day Care. Other fund rais-
ers are an annual sale of Easter flowers and a
benefit golf tournament.

Adult Day Care meets in a pleasant room
on the ground level of Building ], where decora-
tions made by the guests contribute to the cheer-
ful atmosphere. At any time one will find men
and women playing games, competing in con-
tests, listening to music, doing crafts, cooking or
having discussions. They enjoy walking, swim-
ming, field trips and programs by visitors.
Among recent highlights were a men’s fishing trip
and a monologue of the late hymnwriter Fannie
Crosby. Adult Day Care participants invite
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friends to Christmas parties, Open House cele-
brations and appreciation teas. For these events
they prepare refreshments and make little gifts.
Stepping inside the door of the Adult Day
Care Center, a visitor is impressed by the feeling
of friendliness and mutual helpfulness which
echoes the spirit of Landis Homes. Of special
interest is the return of Helen Bucher, now Helen
Heurich, the first Landis Homes cook. She is cur-
rently one of seven part-time employees in addi-
tion to the Director who serve in the center.
Supplementing the work of the Day Care staff are
twenty-seven volunteers, many of them Landis
Homes residents. They take day care guests for
walks, help them in the swimming pool, lead sing-
alongs, show slides, read stories and poems,
assist with crafts and provide transportation.

Reaching OQutward

his service to non-residents is one small step

in a new direction, reaching beyond our own
campus to give Christ-centered care to retirees in
the larger community. As staff, board and resi-
dents discover new ways of sharing compassion-
ate service, they may see, thirty years from now,
the fulfillment of one man’s vision: “a Landis
Homes Community without walls.”



Chronology of Important Events

October 18, 1961 - $100,000 gift from Graybill Landis

August 10, 1962 - Clayton Landis farm accepted

March 12, 1963 - Name “Landis Homes” chosen

May 1, 1963 - Landis farm transferred to EMBMC

February 1, 1964 - Open house for first buildings

February 18, 1964 - First residents entered

January 16, 1967 - Unit B opened

May 3, 1968 - First issue of Landis Homes News

March 10, 1969 - Unit D opened

January 1, 1970 - Resident pastor began work

October 9, 1970 - East Bethany dedicated

June 25, 1971 - Unit C opened

October 25, 1972 - Friendship Community opened

October 17, 1973 - Unit E opened

December 4, 1977 - E. Longenecker installed as administrator
June 7, 1979 - Decision to form Residents’ Council

September 29, 1979 - Unit G opened

January 8, 1980 - Unit H opened

January 1, 1982 - Landis Homes became independent corporation
November 1, 1983 - Unit K opened

September 8, 1984 - Twenty-year Anniversary celebration
October 13, 1985 - Dedication of West Bethany

November 1, 1988 - Unit ] opened

May 21, 1989 - Twenty-fifth Anniversary celebration and Dedication of Building ]
June 13, 1989 - Forney tract purchased

August 1, 1989 - Adult Day Care Center opened

February 2, 1992 - Meadowview Apartments opened
February 3, 1993 - First Northwest Cottage occupied
September 11, 1993 - Ground broken for Harvest View
December 14, 1993 - Public water hook-up to Landis Homes West
January 1, 1995 - Completion of Harvest View
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Landis Homes Advisory Committee

1961-1981

(Predates Landis Homes Board of Directors)

Officers

Chairman:
Frank M. Enck, 1961-1966
Sanford H. High, 1967-1979
Luke R. Bomberger, 1979-1981

Vice Chairman:
Sanford H. High, 1961-1966
H. Raymond Charles, 1967-1981

Executive Secretary:
Ira J. Buckwalter, 1961-1981

Recording Secretary:
Lester B. Wenger, 1961-1970
Larry W. Newswanger, 1970-1981
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Memibers

Levi H. Brubaker, 1961-1969

Ira ]. Buckwalter, 1961-198l
Frank M. Enck, 1961-1966

]J. Mowery Frey, 1961-1974
Charles E. Good, 1961-1981
Clarence H. Harnish, 1961-1980
Sanford H. High, 1961-1980
Adam R. Martin, 1961-1964
Orie O. Miller, 1961-1977
Lester B. Wenger, 1961-1981
Chester M. Steffy, 1961-1981

H. Raymond Charles, 1966-1981
Henry E. Shenk, 1966-1981

Earl B. Groff, 1966-1979

Larry W. Newswanger, 1970-1981
LaMarr Sensenig, 1971-1981
Luke R. Bomberger, 1974-1981
Lynn L. Roth, 1976-1981

Leslie K. Hoover, 1977-198I
Beatrice Hess, 1978-1981
Gladys Rutt, 1978-1981

Harold Nissley, 1978-1981

John K. Denlinger, 1979-1981
Paul K. Graybill, 1979-1981
Mark G. Landis, 1979-1981
Wilbert G. Lind, 1979-1981

J]. Donald Siegrist, 1980-198l



Landis Homes Board of Directors

Officers
President:
Luke R. Bomberger, 1982-1987
J. Clyde Root, 1987-1994

Vice President:
J. Clyde Root, 1982-1987
John K. Denlinger, 1987-1989
Paul M. Martin, 1989-1991

J. Kenneth Brubaker, 1991-1994

Treasurer:
Lynn L. Roth, 1982-1984
Mervin H. Nolt, 1984-

Secretary:
Ira J. Buckwalter, 1982-1989

Lynn L. Roth, 1989-

Assistant Secretary:

Ruth S. Weaver, 1982-1987; 1991-1994

Rebecca Herr, 1987-1989
Mark G. Landis, 1989-1991

1982-1994

Members
Ira ]. Buckwalter, 1982-1992
Chester M. Steffy, 1982-1994
H. Raymond Charles, 1982-1988
Luke R. Bomberger, 1982-1993
Lynn L. Roth, 1982-
Gladys M. Rutt, 1982-1994
John K. Denlinger, 1982-1991
Paul K. Graybill, 1982-1993
Mark G. Landis, 1982-
Wilbert G. Lind, 1982-1985
J. Clyde Root, 1982-1994
Ruth S. Weaver, 1982-1994
Mervin H. Nolt, 1984-
Rebecca Herr, 1985-1991
Harold M. Horst, 1989-
Paul M. Martin, 1989-1991
J. Kenneth Brubaker, 1989-
Lois M. Good, 1991-
Glenn H. Weaver, 1992-
Carlton L. Miller, 1992-
[rvin L. Martin, 1993-
A. Grace Wenger, 1993-1994



The Author
A. Grace Wenger

A. Grace Wenger has been a teacher, writer and historian most of her life. She
began teaching in a one-room school. She taught high school English at both Eastern
Mennonite and Lancaster Mennonite High Schools. She retired in 1979 from the
English Department of Millersville University.

Her own early education was in a one-room school. She earned a Bachelor of
Science in Elementary Education from Elizabethtown College and Master of Arts from
the University of Pennsylvania. Her post graduate studies have focused on English as
a second language.

This book is Grace's third historical endeavor in as many years. In 1992 she
authored Frontiers of Faithfulness, the 275-year history of the Groffdale congregation
where Grace has been a member for over sixty years. This year she completed her work
on A People in Mission, the 100-year history of Eastern Mennonite Missions.

Grace lives in a cottage at Landis Homes and has served on the Landis Homes
Board of Directors for the past year.
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r's

Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day 1 declare your
marvelous deeds.

Even when | am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till 1 declare your
power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come.

Psalm 71:17-18






